) 
Given by vs mn" * 
Glass Book 


spn Pha Mi Sin, 
State Librarn |. 


CONCORD. 


This book treats also of 


Subject Page Subject 


——_—+r 


FRANK L. SANDERS, 

Stationer and Bookbinder, 
1 Depot Street, 

CONCORD, N. H. 


pw ee) ee eee ee ee Ey OU 


j 
ae fe aA ea 
ree heeseg 


pid ue ng + 
av AS 


a, 
ie 


¥ 
fixe 


he 4) fies 
he Xs 


ANNUAL RHPORT 


SUPEP"ENDING SCHOCL COMMITTEE 


SELECTMEN ® ‘TREASURER, 


i¥ 
no 
7 : iW 
4 iN } 
2 I 7 gg at 


OF THE | 


TOWN OF SULLIVAN, 


FOR THE 
YEAR Enpinc Marcu Ist, 1879. 
KEENE, N. H. 


PRINTED AT WM. B, ALLEN’S STEAM JOB OFFICE. 
1879. 


KS 
wee 


eee TS Moet weet, 


A 


fe 


oe 
ey 


y : ch i" 5 eee - 
ARP le ae Se Cees Ae NABI SCE, 


BONNE Re AP 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITEE 


AND 


DELECTMEN © ‘|REASURER, 


OF THE 


TOWN OF SULLIVAN, 


FOR THE 


Year Enpinc Marcu Ist, 1879. 


KEENE, N. H. 
PRINTED AT WM. B. ALLEN’S STEAM JOB OFFICE. 
1879. 


S SOR) Wome 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH ‘1, 1870. 


DISTRICT No. 1. 


Here we find three terms under three different teachers, with 
different degrees of success, which was partly owing to unavoid- 
able circumstances. There were twenty-five scholars recorded, 
fifteen boys and ten girls; the largest number in one term be- 
ing twenty-three. 

The Summer term was taught by Mabel H. Farrar, of this 
town. Length of school seven weeks. Number of pupils fif- 
teen. There were three instances of tardiness. Miss Farrar is 
a good scholar and thus well qualified to instruct. Some of the 
recitations appeared well, but lacking in energy, her scholars 
were not inspired with that enthusiasm that ensures success. 

ne Fall term was under the care of Clara S. Nims, of Rox- 
bury, a teacher of experience and well qualified for her work, 
Number of Scholars twenty-three. Length of school eight 
weeks. Instances of tardiness, ten. The scholars respected 
their teacher, good feeling prevailed, and much credit is due to 
both teacher and scholars, and general satisfaction was given. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Lucy M. Nims, of Rox- 
bury. There were twenty-two scholars. The school kept 
six weeks, and because of the sickness of so mauy of the schol- 


ars, Closed without an examination, therefore we cannot report 


the progress of the school. But we have known the teacher 


before as faithful and efficient in her work. 


DISTRICT No. 2. 

The teacher of both the Summer and Wiuter terms of school 
was Miss Mary J. Dutton, of Hancock. This is, the largest 
school in town. There were twenty-four scholars in the sum- 
mer and twenty-eight in the winter. In the summer we find 
sixteen tardy marks and in the winter thirty, showing a negli- 
gence on the part of some one. Whole length of school twen - 
ty-two weeks. Here we find some excellent readers and most 
of them are very good. At the close of the first term the school 
appeared well, but at the examination of the winter school not 
as much freedom and ease were manifested. Weare sorry that 
the time of this school should be employed in preparing for ex- 
hibitions, which is so much needed for other purposes. The 


register was very imperfectly kept. 


DISTRICT No.3. 


Both Summer and Fall terms were taught by Miss Hattie C. 
L. Wilson. The length of schools ten and twelve weeks, res- 
pectively. This was her first attempt. The school was small, 
as the scholars were, also; there being eight in the summer and 
six in the winter, and none over thirteen years of age. The 
teacher was interested in her work, gaining the good will of her 
pupils, and the school closed pleasantly; good progress was 
shown. There were three pupils each term that had neither 


absent or tardy marks. 


DISTRICT No. 4. 
Miss L. F. Lebourveau, teacher of the Summer term. The 


school was eight weeks in length, with six scholars, all being 


5 
small. The attendance was regular; the school passed _pleas- 
antly, and appeared as well as could be expected. 

The Winter term of twelve weeks was taught by Ida J. Ken- 
nerson. There were ten scholars, with but 3 tardy, but more 
absent marks than we could wish, yet the school appeared well. 
Although the scholars were small, we think there was one of 


the best classes in spelling that we found for the year. 


DISTRICT No, 5. 


In this district there were two terms of school. taught by Miss 
Vienna D. Mack, a graduate of the normal school. There were 
thirteen scholars in the summer and fifteen in the winter. Num- 
ber of tardy marks, summer none, winter four. Whole length 
of school twenty weeks, eight in the summer and _ twelve in the 
winter. Here we find the pupils well trained in reading, but at 
close of the first term many of the recitations lacked thorough- 
ness, showing too much dependance on the teacher for assist- 
ance, which she was much too ready to render. In the winter 
there was a lack of discipline, although the school closed more 


satisfactory. 


REMARKS. 


During the past year we have maintained five public schools, 
under the care of eight different teachers ; some that have be- 
fore proven as thorough and efficient, others coming as stran- 
gers to us, and one as just commencing, all these meeting with 
different degrees of success, according to their aptness to teach 
and the circumstances surrounding them. 

Perhaps we are inclined to expect more of a teacher than we 
have a right to, leaving the entire work to them, and shifting 
the whole responsibility. Solemn responsibilities truly rest up- 


4 
on them which we fear are too often not realized. The welfare 


6 


of our children is entrusted to their care. To their influence 
and instruction we commit the treasures of our families. They 
are laying the foundations of their characters, either for future 
usefulness or injury. With them is the keeping of the future of 
our nation. 

- Within a child are influences that may move the world; un- 
der proper care and judicious training they may be made a 
power for good in the land, when if neglected untold evil may 
be the result. The welfare of those dearer to us than our life 
is at stake. If we will, our common schools may be an honor 
to our land, and an influence for good. We may elevate them 
if we will by our personal efforts. Good teachers are indispen- 
sable, those that are thorough, wide-a-wake, thinking, active, 
and devoted to their work, not merely a hireling but one that 
loves their calling. We need a higher standard for our schools. 
We all know that water will not rise above its own level; so 
our schools will not rise above the standard we set them; there- 
fore set the standard high, and then, by all means, attain it. 

Our children want to be learned to think, to think for them- 
selves ; cultivate a spirit of independence. With our pruden- 
tial committees is intrusted the choice of teachers; with you 
rests a great responsibility. In your selection use the greatest 
care as you would iu your own private business. Even as you 
love and cherish those little ones entrusted by a higher power 
to your care to train for the stern duties of life. Never secure 
a teacher because it is convenient or she is cheap but for her 
own personal merit and moral worth. Such teachers are worth 
their weight in gold; but a poor teacher is dear at any price. 
Parents you have also a responsibility in the work and a duty 
to discharge; you should co-operate with the teacher, if you ex- 
pect a good school. Make an effort to become acquainted with 
them at home and their methods ‘of instruction in the school 


-~ 


room; give them an encouraging word. Never, in the presence 
of your children, criticise them. A poor school will not be bet- 
‘tered while a good one may be much injured by unpleasantness 
in the district. By all means support a teacher until sufficient 
cause is found for her removal. Make your school houses at- 
tractive; pleasant surroundings, with neatness within, will add 
to the interest of the school. Our school-rooms are comfort- 
able and some very pleasant, while a few dollars properly 
expended would add much to others and make them more 
cheerful. | ‘ 

TEXT BOOKS.—The multiplicity of text books is a great 
evil in ourschools. Two or three ditferent authors on the same 
subject causes an unnecessary amount of classes occupying too 
much of the teacher's time and is detrimental to the interests of 
the school. This is an evil that should be remedied at once. 
The least number of recitations for the greatest good should be 
our motto. Still we would not encourage extra expense unless 
needed. At our last annual meeting the town voted to furnish 
Webster’s unabriged pictorial dictionary for the several districts, 
which have been provided at a cost of $45.00 which are a bene- 
fit to the schools and an honor to the town. 

SCHOOL MONEY.—The amount of money raised for the 
support of schools for the past year is $600.00; literary fund 
$34.75; dog tax $26.50; making in all $661.31 which was di- 
vided as follows: Dist. No. 1, $174.06; No. 2, $172.75; No. 3, 
$110.97; No. 4, $95.71; No. 5, $107.74. The amount paid in 
teachers’ salaries $625.00, amaunt paid for incidentals about 
$50.00. 

The law in regard to the expending of the school money is 
explicit. Any failure on the part of the prudential committee 
to expend the money as required by law exposes them toa 


fine not exceeding twice the sum not legally expended. 


& 


The number of scholars returned by the selectmen is 88, the 
number enrolled by the teachers is 83, No. of boys 46, girls 37, 
divided in several districts as follows: No. 1, 25; No. 2, 27; 
Nomsio NOP NO: 5, 17: 

SCHOOL MEETINGS.—Too little interest is manifested 
and too little care taken in conducting our school meetings. 
Every parent should make it a point to attend these meetings 
and secure those officers that will look for the best interests of 
the district. 

~LENGTH OF SCHOOL.—The aggregate of our schools 
has been 105 weeks averaging 21 weeks to each school. 

REGISTERS.—The registers have not been properly filled 
causing a delay and an inconvenience to your committee in com- 
pleting his report. Every item should be caretully filled. 

GENERAL APPEARANCE OF THE SCHOOLS.—Per- 
haps on the whole the schools have appeared as well the year 
just closed as formerly; butis that enough? might we not have 
helped to make them better. The question is have we not done 
as well as our fathers, but have we done as well as we might? 

There has not been sufficient interest manifest by the parents 
in learning the condition of our schools by visiting the teacher 
at the schoolroom. ) 

In some instances the attandance has been somewhat irregu- 
lar manifesting an indifference either on the part of parents or 
scholars. Avoid all unnecessary irregularities. Make a special 
effort to correct this evil. 

Finally we would acknowledge the hand that has led us and 
crowned our days with goodness and in gratitude would we put 
forth every effort for the welfare of our schools and to elevate 
them to the high standard they should occupy. 

| ALANSAN A. NIMS, 


Superintending School Committee. 


¥ 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 
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We, the undersigned, Selectmen of Sullivan, submit the fol- 
lowing financial report for the year ending March rst, 1879. 


APPROPRIATIONS 


At the annual town meeting in March, 1878; 


Support of school, - $600 00 
Repair of highways and bridges, 400 00 
To defray town charges, 600 00 
Amount of state tax, 604 00 

cb “ county tax, 486 00 
Rate per cent on one hundred dollars, I 26 


APRIL INVOICE, 1878. 


Resident valuation, $155,201 00 

Non resident valuation, 23,268 00 

Total $178,469 00 

Number of polls, 103. 

Amount of money tax assessed, $2,379 51 
4 “ dog tax, 7 | 18 00 


Amount of school money to each district including 
dog and literary fund. 


District No. 1, $174 06 
if Pe iv 2 172 75 
A eae _ 110 97 
Ody 95 71 
Sieg eer 107 74 


Amount of dog tax divided among the schools, 26 50 
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BILLS PAID. 


Atwell C. Ellis, town clerk, $12 
Edward E. Rugg, selectman, for 1877, 43 
Marshall J. Barrett, "hs as eae 38 
George S. Mason, baits. 28 
Amos Wardwell, treasurer “ “ Ls 
Alansan A. Nims, for services as superintending 

school committee, 25 
George Kingsbury, overseer of: poor, 15 
George White, agent for the town farm, 14 
Ira E. Comstock, auditor, , I 

PAID FOR EXTRA LABOR ON HIGHWAY. 
G. E. Comstock, labor on highway, $7 
barr Gomstock,,, “ <5 4 9 
Henry Davis, eee "s I 
M. J. Barrett, At ae 3 3 
A. G. Nims, eee i: 8 
G. L. Mason, aah ys ‘ 4 
Bek Gamstock sires % " 2 
A. G. Willey, wget " A 
L. Richardson, ae. % 2 
F. A. Hastings, Keir es? i: 6 
(reo. inospubyess. 0. s 7 
Didney. Bo Banett, 007"! b 8 
Paid for Building and Repairing Bridges. 

George Kingsbury, lumber for bridges, $12 
Ira E. Comstock, bridge plank, 3 
Austin A. Ellis, lumber for bridges, 12 


Goodnow Bros., plank for bridges for 1877, 2 
Frank E. Comstock, bridge plank, 8 
Goodnow Bros., a ff 9 
Charles A. Tarbox, work and lumber for bridge, 45 


OO 


89 


8 8 § 
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Lyman Davis, bridge bolts and irons, 7 326 
Marshall J. Barrett, drawing lumber for bridges, 3 50 
George L. Mason, work on bridges, 3 00 
Luther Richardson, work on bridges, | Oia7 
For Making Paths in Deep Snow. 

George S. Kingsbury, bill, $2 10 
Lucius Nims, 4 2 70 
M. W. and C. W. Hubbard, “ 277 
Thomas Hasting, . 6 00 
Ira E. Comstock ‘a II 78 
Albert G. Nims, 4 00 
Mason A. Nims, . Tika? 
Joseph O. Beaureguard, = 13 80 
James C. Abbott, ‘ 300 

| INCIDENTALS. 

M. J. Barrett, bill for stationary, $3 60 
Alonzo Farrar, mowing cemetary, I 50 
Alansan A. Nims, dictionaries, 45 00 


E. H. Bullard, Administering oath to tramps, 
Mary A. Preckle, for coffin, 

G. S. Kingsbury, sheep killed by dogs, 

G. T. Howe, for coffin, 

L. J. Barrett, as aid from town farm fund, 
Bigrw A treckle gj. S . 
Peiey Tr cabody,. 0 “Po. at" .: ‘ 


I. E. Comstock, wood for town, 


Cn 3 6 On oo tn fOr ON 
Q 
O 


50 
M. L. Rawson, for coffin, (eye) 
Lucy Kennard, “ hs OO 
George White, collector, abated taxes, 1878, T72 


Services ofsurveyor perambulating Gilsum and Sullivan lines 2 00 


“ec cs “sc sc is tas “cc 


Keene 3 10 
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J. N. Nims, services as sexton, 

D. C. Nims, for tolling bell, 

George L. Mason, for sawing one cord wood, 
Marshal J. Barrett, collecting taxes for 1875, 


SUPPORT OF POOR. 


Help furnished by overseer of the poor. 


James C. Abbott, 

Mrs. Sarah Davis and family, 

Frank L. Persons, burial expenses, 

Aid to tramps, 

Received from the county tor keeping tramps, 


Help furnished by the Selectmen. 
Mrs. Sarah Davis, 
To the orphans home at Franklin, for the surport 
of three boys of Mrs. Sarah Davis, 
Expense of getting the boys to Franklin, 
George Kingsbury, for keeping tramps, 


ce ce “ce 


George L. Mason, 


NOTES AND INTEREST PAID. 


Martha Southwick, note and interest, 
Lodica Wardwell, interest on town note, 


Lodica Wardwell, money paid on town note, 


NOTES AGAINST THE TOWN. 


Lodica Wardwell’s note, 


18 


75 
IO 


$300 


MARSHAL J; BARRETT, 


GEORGE UL aASON, 
LYMAN? DAWES, | 


50 
OO 


75 
af 


Selectmen of Sullivan. 


3 
REPORT OF THE AGENT FOR THE 


TOWN FARM. 
Income for 1878, $68 32 
Paid out for lumber, $7 70 , 
66 667-46 taxes, 7 40 
For labor, &c., 18 00 
$33 10 
$35 22 


GEO. WHITE, Agent. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
Sullivan, March rst, 1878. 
Amos Wardwell in account with the town of Sullivan, as treas- 


urer the present year. 


By cash orders and uncollected taxes, $1,535 58 
By proceeds of the town farm, 1877, 78 00 
By proceeds of old hearse, 7 00 
Dec. 5, by savings bank tax, 557 85 
By literary fund, 34 78 
By county pauper’s money, 13 65 
By cash over paid, I 16 
By interest on taxes, 12003 
By taxes of 1878, $4,637 66 $2,397 51 
The amouut of orders paid, $3,371 24 
Uncollected taxes, 1,034 51 
Cash to balante, 231 QI 


$4,637 66 $4,637 66 
AMOS WARDWE LL, Treasurer. 
| hereby certify that I have examined the above report and 


find it correct. 


LESLIE H. GOODNOW, Auditor. 


14 


werd _' Sullivan, March 1st, 1879. 
Amos Wardwell as treasurer having settled with the 
* “-selectmen and found in my hands the first day 


of March, .- "Gels "Se 266" 42 
Note and interest against the town, $307 05 
Estimated outstanding accounts, 448 80 - 


$755 85 $1,266 72 
T5925 


Balance in the treasury, $510 57 


AMOS WARDWELL, Treasurer. 


Et hereby certify that I have examined the foregoing settlement 
and find it correctly cast and properly vouched. 


LESLIE .-Eh GOODNOW, Auditor. 
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